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one of the
former prisoners

of war of the BoViets. |

Towmewttenpte > ladoce

I
trinate thew with Communist ideology and the sxtent 1o which the 1ndnctrimtion25X1
had succasded.

2. |

| tha opinion that no more then & emell

fraction of one per cent of former prisonsrs of war of the Boviats were actanlly
tnfluenced by the Soviet propmgands wnd Ladontrdratlon.

e

kagrrntan‘mna o rather Sypiesl exsaple of the sxpariences mnd whbis

wuAn Of Tne returned prigoners of war.

b |

& member of an a7y of wpproximstely thres bundrad £1ty thousand

which wes stabionad in letvis., When thay ware instrasted by Gerusn authoritles
to lay dows their wrms they did ao fasling that minse they bed not aurrendersd
they ware not prisoners of wer and would ba returned dirvestly Yo Germszy. The
reverss wag trus snd the entire growp wns sent indo the UBER Wy the Bovlats.

5. | | spent three years frow 194548 at a labar cavp, sboul cne bundred
wiles wonAt)

hemst of Murmsnsk which wes on s stetlem of the Laniogrsi-Mazesask 25X1

pailroad. Toe caop contained n totel of nine bundred Germab priscners,

6. They were working ou coustruction of apartuent houses ead feotories spd [ |
also assisted in the construction of r large meliing furnsce for s foundry.
7. The Sovists bad a Communist indoctrinaticn claes woich was known es ANTIFA and
' anyons wbo wolunteered could atlend the course. Individusle whe 4id volunteer
Y wers primerily opportunists who hoped for more food, datter trestment, snd quicker
» freedom. However, none of thelr hopes gaterialized and they wers treated the smme
a8 non-members of the ANTIFA group.
8. Of the nine hundred priscners only 30 attended the ANTIFA couwrge.
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The lack of impression on the prisoners of the Comsunist propagands was
sgain exemwplified by a group of four thousand prisoners of war who arrived
in Frankfurt an der Oder from the USSR. Prior to release they were addressed
by & commissar and political officer who exhorted them to dissepinate whaet
they had lesrnsd ebout Soclelism,to describe the greet reconstruction of the
USSR, fight capitelism, snd work for the Cormunist Party. A

25X1

Many of the former prisoners of war | this type
of harangue only went into one ear end out the other. Very few prisgoners even

listened,

The reslities of 1life in the camps far ovtwelghed any propagende. For example,
et]  |camp a high percentage of prisoners died, Food wes vary poor
and 1n short supply. The prisoners were glver e little walery eoup &t noon and
if they ccmpleted thelr work norm they woere iven one or two pleces of bread.
Upon hls return to Germany (Federal Remublicg, required six monthe

of medical cere befors he could attempt to work, 25X1

He sald at his camp there was one women doctor who wad not bed in her treat-
ment of prisoners., Although there were no hospital beds availeble the woman
doctor dld grent non-work assignwente to serlously ill prisoners end then granted
four or five weske eagy esslgmmente.

The conditions of the prisonars of war were sbout on & par wilth the natives of
the srea.

The prisoners and the civilian popaletion sctuslly wers on preity good terms.
The civilians would frequently come slongeide the barbad wire apd throw io notes
in which they ssked for bread. On meny cccasions some of the prisoners who hed
performed over the assigned work nomm dld give Tread to the civilians.

weported that clviliane perfomed the work norm mesigned to thew and
not oune hit more, 25X1

On one occasion he was wetching e group of clvilisus unlosd & rallrosd owr full
of bricka, The Departumant of Plemning bamd speclfied a definite time for unlosde
ing the carm and es & coupequense the clvilians unloaded the var qulchly by throws
ing the bricks in eny direction., Most of the brlaks were hmoken, I——LI
asked e worlmen why they unlosded in this fashiod as the bricks were no% usable
but the worlman replled thet thay wers ordersd only Ho walosy the oary they

would not worry about the Hricka.

This sttitude wms also true of asome of the Suviet enginesrs ensountersd by the
prisoners in connestlon with the construction of tha hig selting furrses for the
foundry that[  worked on. The plens fwrnlshed by the goviet engineers
ware wrong and if the furnsce wers constructed in acsordsuce with the plans 1t
would not have worked. There werse ssversl Germar snglnesrs who objectal thet
the Boviet plens were wrong bub the Soviet sngineors in charyge lpsisted that the
furnses be construsted hls wey.. It 4id not work. It was then soeplately rebullt
sccording to the German engineer's reasmusndatlons.

The purpose of the oblections of the Gmroan enginaszs was Lo obviste telog pun~
1ghed or mcsusad of sahotage, Biuce they Imd roglaterad tholr oompladints there

was no punishment,

|returned to Gexuwny (Foderal Republic), in 1948, Le was

shipped back by way of Moscow) - sn the melin line from Moanow through Poland
ha obssrved hundrads of wood crrtes contsining pachinery which apparsntly had
been Aumped from reilrcad onrs, and vere lying in fislds. The orates contalined
rachinery from dismentled German plants.
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Either by neglect or by deliberate intention the reilroad workers ruined most
8L the equipment removed from Germany. 80 .8aw & great amount of 25X1

fife machinery standing ubprotected in faetory yerds in the USSR. He ssid it
was #o eompletely rusted that it wvas no longer usable.

One of the former prisoner; |wa.s an engineer from Leipzig who told
me thet in that city there had been one of the largest presses in the world. It

had been built to stay and if dlsmantled it could not be rebuilt. He had given
this information to'a Soviet réparations crew but they were sdsmant and the press

was dismantled end shipped. However, many boxes of parts were lost and others

iald around for mwonths before finslly disappearing.

Some of the prisoners |ha.c1 sctually been Commwunists at one time, but

even these old Comunists had become completely cured. | [they 25X1
had once believed that the USSR wss the country for workers end peasants but found
this was not so. They seid they definitely 4id not ever wani to ses such circum=-
starices occur in Germany (Federsl Republic). They could not swallow the deliberate
ki1ling of all individual initietive and ths Btete teking everything the people make,
They could not understend why it was a crime ageinst the Btate for a starving person
1o take a few kernals of grain from the bottom of a train or river boat.

| friend of his who was & priuonur'hu;d baen given 25 years of hard

labor for steeling a Bucket of pota.teu from a field. This was & crime agsinst the
State, )

‘Mnlfl: prisoners in the USSR were parmitted 4o write one postosrd a month but it is

belleved that thers are still several hundred thousand prisoners in the USSR in
"lilen'b cenps® whers they sre not permitisd to write. It is belleved thet these are
in 't.ho atonic progran sres of the UBER.

In 195 erticle, purperiedly su interview with a formsr Germea prisoner ef
var who to Indie by wiy of Mongelia,snd Tibet, He sllegedly bad teen sta=
tioned in o cewp in the Tennutuve srea in Biberis. He raported that high mountains
encircled this ares snd he ssld that hundreds of thousands of prisonsrs of war are
engaged in slsve labor on atomis projects. He sald thare are waderground tunnsls
burrowed into tha sidas of the mountains ead soxpletely cazouflaged. He sisted that
the whole area 1s 80 alosely guarded that 1t is slmost impossible to escage. There

‘has never baen s cass of & postoard heving heen rscelved from & Gerzmsn prisoner of
"war in this ares, ‘

Thc Gorman (Fedexal Rlyublie) governnent has the names of 80 thousend Garpan prisons
of war who were seen in the USER, sad repurted 'by other wimonml. These §0
th.ouu.nd are ocmpletely wasasounisd for.

;i!ho bivterness that s folt by the overvhelrlug mejority of former priscners of war
of the Boviats will not be erased and they will slweis vosifevously denounse snything

having 40 do with Communism, I caumot anvision sy posaibllity of sussess for the
Communist Perty in Germany (hdwn.l. aopubls.u)
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